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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on March 9, 2005 is being 
considered by the examiner. 

Drawings 

The drawings filed on December 22, 2003 are acceptable. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent Application Publication 2002/0163443 to Stewart et al. 

Regarding claim 1 , Stewart discloses a parking system, comprising a central 
location comprising at least one database (parking system database 4; Figure 10; 
paragraph 26); client communicatively connected to the central location (handheld 
computer; paragraph 27; paragraph 29); a plurality of alerters (RFID tags; paragraph 26; 
Figure 10); wherein each client communicates via a network with the central location, 
and wherein at least vehicle information of a vehicle parked and a location of the vehicle 
parked are entered to the at least one database from at least one client (paragraphs 27- 
28), and wherein a vehicle return request time is associated with the vehicle parked by 
the central location into at least one database (paragraph 24), and wherein the vehicle 
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parked is returned responsively to activation of one of the alerters uniquely associated 
with the vehicle parked in the vehicle return request time (paragraph 26). 

Regarding claim 2, Stewart discloses the client is selected from the group 
consisting of a PDA, a portable PC (paragraph 27). 

Regarding claim 6, Stewart discloses a method of operating a parking system, 
comprising: registering at least one parking location at least one service provision 
location with a central location 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3-4, 6-10, and 12-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent Application Publication 2002/0163443 to Stewart et 
al. in view of U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0077953 to Dutta. 

Regarding claims 3-4, Stewart substantially discloses the claimed invention, 
however, it does not explicitly disclose central location comprises remote server and a 
distributed server. Dutta, on the other, hand teaches central location comprises remote 
server and a distributed server (paragraph 39). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify the system of Stewart, to include central location 
comprises remote server and a distributed server, as taught by Dutta, in order to 
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provide easier distribution of online traffic and reduces congestion on the connecting 
lines to a particular server (Dutta paragraph 39). 

Regarding claims 6, 9, and 13-14, Stewart discloses a method of operating a 
parking system, comprising: registering at least one parking location with a central 
location (paragraphs 26-27; paragraph 30); upon arrival of a vehicle parked at the 
location, receiving vehicle information of the vehicle parked, and receiving one of the 
parking location for the vehicle parked, in a database at the central location via client 
connected to the database (paragraph 27; paragraph 30); uniquely associated, at the 
central location an alerter (paragraphs 25-26); associating, at the central location, a 
vehicle return request time for return of the vehicle parked (paragraph 24; paragraph 
26); forwarding the vehicle information, the parking location, the alerter association, and 
the vehicle return request time for vehicle return time to the parking location (paragraph 
30; paragraph 40; paragraphs 48-49); and returning the vehicle parked in the vehicle 
request return time, responsively to an activation of the associated alerter (paragraphs 
34-35; paragraph 51 ). 

However, Stewart does not explicitly disclose the registering of the service 
provision location; receiving of the parking location comprises varying the parking 
location in accordance with at least one of a geographic location of the service provision 
location, and congestion of registered ones of the parking locations; adding parking 
charges to billing from the service provision location; and scanning and automatically 
billing a payment. Dutta, on the other, hand teaches the registering of the service 
provision location (paragraph 56); receiving of the parking location comprises varying 
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the parking location in accordance with at least one of a geographic location of the 
service provision location, and congestion of registered ones of the parking locations 
(Figure 3a; Figure 3B; paragraph 43; paragraph 51); adding parking charges to billing 
from the service provision location (paragraph 71); and scanning and automatically 
billing a payment (paragraph 71) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify the method of Stewart, to include the registering of the 
service provision location; receiving of the parking location comprises varying the 
parking location in accordance with at least one of a geographic location of the service 
provision location, and congestion of registered ones of the parking locations; adding 
parking charges to billing from the service provision location; and scanning and 
automatically billing a payment, as taught by Dutta, in order to provide an efficient 
parking reservation system (Dutta, paragraph 14). 

Regarding claims 7-8, 10 and 12, Steward discloses the vehicle information 
consisting of a license plate, a vehicle description, and a vehicle name (paragraph 27); 
uniquely electronically coding each alerter, wherein said uniquely associated comprises 
associated the unique electronic code with the vehicle information (paragraph 22; 
paragraph 25); tracking of all the vehicle parked, and all of the parking locations, at the 
central location (paragraph 30; paragraphs 48-49); and generating a bill for the vehicle 
parked in accordance with the activation of the associated alerter (paragraph 24; 
paragraph 26). 
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Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent Application Publication 2002/0163443 to Stewart et al. in view of U.S. 
Patent No. 6,037,880 to Manion. 

Stewart substantially discloses the claimed invention, however, it does not 
explicitly disclose the database comprises a relational or tabular databases. Manion, on 
the other, hand teaches the database comprises a relational or tabular database (col. 4, 
lines 7-9). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify the system of Stewart, to include the database comprises 
a relational or tabular database, as taught by Manion, in order to communicate with 
several modules (Manion col. 4, lines 7-8). 

Claim 11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent Application Publication 2002/0163443 to Stewart et al. and U.S. Patent 
Application Publication No. 2002/0077953 to Dutta as applied to claim 6 above, 
and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 7,054,832 to Vallabh. 

Stewart and Dutta substantially disclose the claimed invention, however, the 
combination does not explicitly disclose the registering comprises issuing a username 
and password. Vallabh, on the other hand, teaches the registering comprises issuing a 
username and password (col. 5, lines 4-7). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify the system of Stewart, to include the registering 
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comprises issuing a username and password, as taught by Vallabh, in order to provide 
a secure access system (Vallabh col. 4, line 59). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,249,233 to Rosenberg et al. discloses a vehicle parking 
system comprising a transmitter-responder device for each subscriber. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MARISSA THEIN whose telephone number is (571)272- 
6764. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ryan Zeender can be reached on 571-272-6790. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Examiner, Art Unit 3627 
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Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3627 



